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Flood Forecast 
Services (SPC)
Flood Forecast 
Services (SPC)

• 22 SPC, within regional 
or departmental 
administration. 1 SPC: 
Meteo France
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Meteo France

• Coordination by a 
national flood forecast 
and hydrometeorolgy 
service (SCHAPI)

SCHAPI
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• Rhin and Meuse basins: 2 SPC

� SPC Meuse Moselle (DREAL Lorraine) –
Meuse, Mosel, Nieds

� SPC Rhin-Sarre (SN Strasbourg) – Rhin and 
tributaries, Sarre
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« flood vigilance » (1/2 )« flood vigilance » (1/2 )

• 3 main purposes :

� Help emergency and crisis management teams to anticipate 
flood crisis by providing regular information concerning 
potential future risk. 

� Help decision-making process to allow a gradual mobilization 
of crisis management resources. 
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of crisis management resources. 

� Large-scale public information and behaviour advice.
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• The « flood vigilance » consists in :

� A qualification of the level of vigilance necessary in regards to 
the situation in the next 24h

� The use of a four-level scale: green, yellow, orange, red.

« Flood vigilance » (2/2)« Flood vigilance » (2/2)
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Level 4 : RED
Major crisis. Human lives at risks.

Level 3 : ORANGE
High-impact flood: significant risks for infrastructure 
and house damage.

Rare and catastrophic flood

Global flooding, 
evacuations.

Risk analysisRisk analysis
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Level 2 : YELLOW
Low-impact flood and/or rapid increase in water levels

Level 1 : GREEN 
No vigilance

Local floodings

Normal situation
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• The Flood Forecast Services are responsible for the 
coloring of each sub-basin monitored on their 
territory. 

« flood vigilance » process (1/2)« flood vigilance » process (1/2)

22/03/201022/03/2010 • SCHAPI (national service) is responsible for the 
coherence of the data sent by the local services and 
the production of the national map

• Forecast is updated at least twice a day (10h – 16h) 
and may be updated as often as needed. 
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• Different levels of information on floods:

� A flood vigilance map, at a national and local (SPC area of 
competence) level

� Flood reports giving detailed information on the occuring 
flood 

« flood vigilance » process (2/2)« flood vigilance » process (2/2)
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⇒ National scale (SCHAPI) / Local scale (SPC)

• The forecast is broadcasted to the public via the 
website:

www.vigicrues.ecologie.gouv.fr
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National vigilance mapNational vigilance map
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Real time water-levels dataReal time water-levels data
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� Everyone has access to the forecast:
• Internet website for the flood vigilance

www.vigicrues.ecologie.gouv.fr

� Direct information transfer to priority targets :
• Crisis management and civil security, to allow for a quick 

Information broadcastInformation broadcast
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• Crisis management and civil security, to allow for a quick 
response: flood forecast and crisis management services are in 
constant contact to monitor the situation.
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•Combines heavy rainfall and flood risks

• Meteo France website and media broadcast

« Rainfall-flood » vigilance« Rainfall-flood » vigilance
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